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TO  HIS  W  OR  SHIP  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  A  HD  COUNCILLORS  OP 
THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WEST  BROMWICH. 


fi 

' 

Your  Worship.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

i 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report, 
the  contents  of  which  have  been  much  curtailed,  in  accordance 

with  Circular  2067  (England) , issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

. 

In  view  of  the  increasing  pressure  of.  work  in  the 
Health  Departments  of  Local  Authorities,  and  the  need  for  strict 
economy  In  the  use  of  paper,  the  Minister  considered  that  interim 
reports  only  should  be  made*.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to 
preserve  all  records,  including  statistics,  in  order  that  a 
comprehensive  report  giving  separate  annual  records  may  be 
presented  after  the  termination  of  the  war., 

POPULATION 

In  war-time  the  Registrar  General  separates  the  Civil 
and  Services  populations.  The  estimated  population  in  the 
usually  accepted  interpretation  of  that  expression  has  not  been 
.supplied  to  Local  Authorities,  but  separate  figures  on  which  to 
calculate  Birth  and  Death  Rates  have  been  provided.  The  figures 
for  West  Bromwich  are  as  follows  - 


Per  Death  Rate 


For  Birth  Rate 


83,150 

82, 

Birth  Rate 

1938 

1939 

18190 

18  r  05 

Death  Rate 

12*14 

11  c  58 

Inf anhile 

Death  Rate 

57  „  58 

58.19 

360 


The  death  rate  was  lower  than  in  any  of  the  previous 
four  years  and  the  birth  rate  of  18„05  shows  a  slight  decline. 
Deaths  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  remained  fairly 
constant,  and  showed  only  a  slight  increase  over  rhe  smallest 
total  ever  recorded  (1938). 


It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  proportion  of 
deaths  occurring  at  ages  in  excess  of  65  years  is  still 
increasing,  the  percentage  for  1939  having  reached' 42,2  compared 
with  4-0c'4  'for  3  95GP  The  number  of  deaths  from  violence 
including  those  resulting  from  road  accidents  w-ib  alarming, 
and  excluding  suicides  totalled  55  against  28  during  1938 - 


INFECTIOUS  AND  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES 


(a)  Infectious  Diseases 


Incidence  of  Disease 


Notifications 


Scarlet  Fever 

.1938 

161  1 

1939 

119 

,  n1940 
( 9-  mpn 

Diphtheric 

228 

139  . 

149 

Pneumonia 

3.39 

84 

61 

Meningitis  (■•Moningoc  oc  cal ) 

4 

6 

19 

Erysipelas 

50 

43- 

21 

Measles 

15 

262 

29 

Wh ooping  C  o  u gh 

_ .4(5 _ 

63 

25  _ 

rPrvr..Q-|  h. 

r*  A  r/ 

643 

736 

486 

P  Under  5  years  to  22nd„  Oct 1939  *  all  ago s  subsoquentlyT 


Deaths  from  Infectious  Disease  (R 

.0,  figures) 

■ 

1938 

1939 

Moad.es 

i 

•  1 

13 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

6 

Diphtheria 

18 

13 

Encephalitis  Lethargic a 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  -  Pulmonary 

53  • 

56 

”  -  Non-Pulmonary 

10 

11 

Totals 

88  ‘ 

100 

(b)  Deaths  from  Respiratory  •  Diseases  (R.G-.  figures) 


1938 

1939 

Bronchitis 

43 

52 

Pneumonia 

108 

74 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

14 

12 

Totals 

165 

138 

GENERAL  HEALTH 

The  general  health  of  the  town  was  reasonably 
satisfactory,  and  infectious  disease  prevalence  generally  was 
not  so  marked  as  in  previous  years.  The  war  period  of  four 
months  had  no  great  bearing  on  the  health  of  the  people.  During 
that  time  there  was  no  crowding  or  prolonged  occupancy  of  small 
shelters  and  there  was  no  rationing  of  food.  The  degree  of 
evacuation  was  so  small  as  to  have  practically  no  effect  oh 
vital  statistics  but  there  was  no  doubt  that  those  children  who 
were  evacuated  henefitted  substahtidlly . 

Whilst  a  general  survey  of  these  figures  gives 
re-assurance  and  incidentally  a  striking  tribute  to  the  Nation’s 
and  local  health  policy  over  a  number  of  years,  wo  must 
remember  that  war-time  severely  taxes  individual  and  general 
health.  The  outlook  for  the  immediate  future  must  be  rather 
uncertain,  but  this  much  can  be  said,  that  the  health  of  the 
town  has  not  deteriorated  oven  up  to  the  present  date 
(December,  1940),  The  future  for  maintenance  of  good  health 
depends  among  other  things  upon  (a)  corruct  feeding,  and 
wo  have  every  reason  to  believe  essential  food  supplies  will  bo 
adequate:  (b)  taking  of  regular  exercise  and  rest;  ( c)) '  prevention 
of  spread  of  infection,  which  is  more  liable  under  war-tine 
condition’s,  and  which  is  .a  matter  for  the  attention  of  both  the 
individual  and  the  Local  Authority;  (d)  if  shelters  have  to  be 
Used,  a  sound  National  and  local  health  policy. 

In  the  original  planning  of  shelters,  it  was  not 
foreseen  that  shelters  would  bo  used  for  prolonged  periods 
and  sleeping  accommodation  was  not  contemplated.  Lord  Horder’s 
Committee  published  its  recommendations  in  late  1940,  Light, 
warmth  and  adequate  ventilation  are  the  prime  requisites,  and 
the  sooner  they  are  dealt  with,  the  less  will  be  the  risk  to 
health  from  lowered  resistance  and  infection. 


O 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


The  attendance  at  Welfare  Clinics  showed  some 
diminution  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  was  associated 
with  black-out  and  other  war  conditions.  The  ante-natal  clinics, 
on  the  other  hand,  proved  more  popular  than  ever. 

Despite  difficulties  of  obtaining  material,  your 
two  building  projects  (a)  the  new  Maternity  Wards  at  Hallam 
Hospital,  and  (b)  the  new  combined  welfare  centre  at  Stone 
Gross  were  commenced  during  the  year,  and  officially  opened 
in  1940.  The  health  services  will  benefit  considerably  by 
this  acquisitions.  There  still  remains  a  serious  gap  in  the 
welfare  services  which  can  bo  bridged!  only  by  provision  of 
modern  and  healthy  premises  for  the  Centre  at  Hamstead.  No 
immediate  solution  is  envisaged  at  the  moment,  but  there  i3 
no  doubt  that  the  premises  occupied  at  the  moment  are  unsuitable 
and  unhygienic,  and  not  compatible  with  the  needs  of  a  growing 
area  • 


There  is 'now  only  one  Maternity  Home  in  the  Borough: 
this  Home  was  visited  periodically  and  inspected. 

Home  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  to  expectant 
mothers  were  518  an  compared  with  419  in  1958. 

Dental  treatment  for  expectant  mothers  was 
continued;  148  mothers  were  referred  to  the  Dentist,  of  whom 
97  wore  treated:  denthres  wore  supplied  in  30  cases. 

0ne9hundrod-and  seventy- eight  infants  wore 
dentally  treated. 

Maternal  Deaths 


Sepsis  8 

Others  2 


Total.  4  Death  rate  8,67 


Midwifery  Service 

The  average  number  of  midwivos  in  the  service  of 
the  Authority  was  eleven;  the  number  of  confinements  attended 
was  980,  879  as  mid. wives  and  101  as  maternity  nurses. 

Four  midwives  resigned  their  posts  during  the  year, 
one  for  health  reasons  surrendered  her  certificate,  one 
relinquished  her  profession  on  marriage,  one  returned  to 
private  practice  and  the  other  obtained  an  appointment  elsewhere 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Males 

Females 

TOTAL 

Pulmonary 

59 

28 

37 

No  n- P  u lmo nar y 

12 

9 

21 

71 

37 

103 

1938 

Pulmonary 

58 

30 

88 

No  n - P  u lm o nar y 

8 

10 

18 

66 

40 

106 

.3- 


Hot if 1 c a tion  and _R  egi a trail  on 

Notifications  received  during  the  year  were.  Pulmonary  76 
Non- Pulmonary  11 c  The  number  on  the  notification  register  at 

33, 12 o 39.  was  392  and  the  Dispensary  Register  259.  ( 


Examinations 

*  New  cases  examined  numbered  143,  and  the  total  attendances 
at  the  Dispensary  was  25249„  Radiological  examination  was  carried 
out  in  the  case  of  181  patients. 

Home  Conditions  and  After-Care 

Domiciliary  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  amounted 
to,  1 » 679  o 

The  Voluntary  Care  Committee  continues  to  assist  necessitous 
patients:  the  year 5 s  expenditure  exceeded  £80. 


Sanatoria 

Fifty- seven  patients  were  sent  to  Sanatoria,  The 
average  duration  of  stay  was  128  days. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENC:r_f:CT_S, 

The  par -cieu lars  of  .mental  defectives  in  the  Borough  on 
the  51st „  December,  1939  are  as  follows: - 

A.  Defectives  ascertained  as  5  subject  to  be  dealt  with*  oy  ohe 
L  o  c  al  Au th  or  A ty r 


M. 


3  Under  ^  order  ^ 

(a)  In  Institutions  (excluding  those 
in  State  institutions)  : 

Under  16  years 
16  years  and  over 

(b)  On  licence  from  Institution 
Under  16  yearn 

16. years  and  over 
On  licence  from  Guardianship 
Under  16  years 
16  years  and  over 

2.  Under  Statutory  Supervision 

B0  Mental  Defectives  not  at  present 
: subject  to  be  dealt  with5 

Under  voluntary  supervision 
'  (a)  Maintained  by  parents, 

.relatives  or  others 
In  receipt  of  out-relief 
Wholly  maintained  by 
Local  Authority  in  Institutions 
or  Voluntary  Homes 


55 


4 


23 


3 


(b /Reported  to  Local.  Authority 
f r  om  r e 1 1 abl o  s  on roe 

(3D  chi  3.  dr  on  between  3.4  -  16  years  13 
(2)  Other  teases  47 


P.  Total 


76 

76 


17 

1 

28 


8 


5 


4 

49 


J  T~ 

5  J*  O 

131 


21 


•  1 
51 


12 


8 


17 

96 


158 


194 


352 


HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

HALL  AM  HOSPITAL 

Tho  evacuation  of  patients  at  the  outbreak  of  war 
in  September  was  carried  out  expeditiously,  some  80  cases  bcinc 
transferred  to  Gloucester.  The  Hospital  continued  to  admit 
acute  casco  but  as  far  as  possible  cases  were  not  retained  for 
long  periods,  and  consequently  more  bcd3  were  free  for 
emergency  casualty  admission.  This  policy,  dictated  by 
National  needs,  of  necessity  reduced  the  number  of  patient  days 
and  was  reflected  in  the  steep  rise  of  ascerta.ined  cost  per 
patient  over  the  year. 

There  was  an.  increase  in  the  work  of  the  Maternity 
Wards,  547  mothers  being  delivered,  compared  with  512 
during  1938,  The  number  of  West  Bromwich  cases  was  378  and 
254  respectively.  There  were  also  5  cases  delivered  at  home 
following  the  hospital  evacuation* 


Men  Women  Children  TOTAL  Total 

for  1938 


Admissions  and  Births  1,007  1,650 

Discharges  and  Deaths  1,038  1,700 

Cases  were  admitted  from  tho  following 

1,578  4.,  235 
1*597  4,355 

authorities: - 

4,343 
4, 431 

• 

1939 

1933 

Worcestershire  County  Council 

332 

951 

Staffordshire  County  Council 

432 

521 

Borough  of  Tipton 

99 

102 

County  Borough  of  Smethwick 

165 

325 

Borough  of  Rowley  Regis 

2 

City  of  Birmingham 

1 

2 

County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich 

2,704 

2,442 

Total  4,255 

4,543 

Number  of  Patient  days 

10q,719  12 

4,104 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

^hoc  ping' 

Cough 

Other 

Cases 

TOTAL 

West  Bromwich 

89 

146 

19 

7 

15 

276 

Tipton 

12 

31 

1 

- 

2 

46 

Wednesbury 

26 

16 

2 

mm 

3 

47 

Dudley 

11 

2 

- 

*3 

13 

Oldbury 

«*• 

- 

•m* 

*«*  1 

3 

3 

Cannock 

1 

13 

mm 

V 

mm 

14 

Rowley  Regis 

3 

O 

(Zj 

mm 

5 

Aldridge 

vm 

2 

-• 

mm 

n 

Wigmoro  Schools 
(Remand  Home) 

mm 

1 

mm 

- 

l 

/•  A 

142 

213 

on 

(Zj  <Zi 

7 

23 

407 

5 


AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS 


The  organisation  and  training  of  the  Casualty 
Services  of  the  Borough  took  up 'a  considerable  amount  of  time 
in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year,  but  after  the  outbreak  of 
war  the  work  grow  rapidly  In  scope.  The  ambulance  services 
(approximately  320  persons),  the  First  Aid  Party  service 
(approximately  180  persona), the  First  Aid  Post  service 
(approximately  320  persons),,  various  smaller  services  (100) 
and  the  Civil  Nursing  Reserve  (240  persons)  together  with  the 
Voluntary  and  Municipal  Hospital  Services  under  the  Ministry’s 
E#M„S#  Scheme  brought  the  Health  Department  many  additional 
responsibilities.  Specialist  training  of  all  the  personnel, 
issue  of  stores  and  equipment,  the  various  actions  made 
necessary  by  the  Government’s  instructions,  and. the  blending 
of  all  these  activities  into  a  composite  casualty  service,  was 
no  small  task. 

The  organisation  was  put  to  a  severe  test  in  late  1040, 
and  carried  out  all  that  was  demanded  from  It  in  a  most 
efficient  manner,  and  considerably  justified  the  sincere 
confidence  which  the  Authorities  had  in  the  Casualty  and 
Hospital  services.  The  brave  work  performed  under  actual 
raiding  conditions  was  magnificent. 


SUPERANNUATION  MEDICAL  EXAM I NAT  IONS 

under-mentioned  superannuation  medical  examination 
were  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the  Medical  Staff  - ’ 


Number  of  examinations 

200 

Accepted 

170 

Recommendation  deferred 

27 

Refused 

3 

Number  of  ro-oxamination3 

7 

Accepted 

7 

I  am. 

Yours  obediently, 

. 't 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

Health  Department, 

2,  Lodge  Road, 

WEST  BROMWICH. 

7th  December,  1940 
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WEST 


B  R  0  M  W  I  C  H 


Annual  Report  for  1940 


W.S.  Walton,  M.D. ,B. S. ,D.P.H. ,B.Hy. , 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


W.W.  Foakes,  M.R. San. I.,M. S. I. A,, 

A.M.Inst.P.C 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


TO  HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WEST  BROMWICH. 


Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual 
Report,  the  contents  of  which  have  been  curtailed  in 
accordance  with  Circular  2314  (England),  issued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

In  view  of  the  increasing  pressure  of  work  in 
the  Health  Departments  of  Local  Authorities,  and  the  need 
for  strict  economy  in  the  use  of  paper,  the  Minister 
considered  that  interim  reports  only  should  be  made. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  to  preserve  all  records, 
including  statistics,  in  order  that  a  comprehensive  report 
giving  separate  annual  records  may  be  presented  after  the 
termination  of  the  war. 

The  general  health  of  the  town  remained 
satisfactory  during  the  year  despite  the  vast  social 
changes  which  have  occurred  since  the  outbreak  of  the  War. 

Outstanding  in  the  history  of  health  developments 
of  the  Borough  were  the  completion  and  bringing  into  service 
of  the  new  maternity  wards  at  Hallam  Hospital  and  of  the 
Stone  Cross  Welfare  Clinic. 

The  Health  Committee  has  made  many  adjustments 
in  their  services  in  order  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  war¬ 
time  conditions.  Full  peace-time  activities  have  been 
maintained  30  far,  and  this  policy,  together  with  the 
ground  health  work  consistently  carried  out  during  the 
last  decade  will  prove  of  great  value  in  the  hazards  to 
health  lying  ahead. 

We  have,  nevertheless,  to  take  cognizance  of 
some  pointers  which  are  brought  out  in  this  report. 

The  rise  in  the  number  of  deaths  (in  the  Respiratory  and 
Infantile  disease  groups  especially)  and  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis,  are  disturbing 
factors.  Infectious  disease  has  shown  a  redistribution 
in  variety,  but  the  total  notifications  do  not  differ  vastly 
from  previous  years.  I  would  draw  your  attention  once 
again  to  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria,  all  of  which  are 
preventable.  During  1941  some  2,500  children  have  been 
immunised,  but  this  number  should  be  trebled  immediately , 

• 

A  tribute  is  due  to  the  general  practitioners 
whose  ranks  have  been  seriously  depleted,  and  who  are 
carrying  on  with  their  duties  efficiently  under  difficulty. 

The  Department  is  especially  grateful  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health,  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare,  School  Medical  and  Mental  Welfare  Committees,  for. 
the  kind  interest  and  consideration  shown  in  the  personal 
welfare  of  members  of  the  Staff. 


I  am, 

Mr  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


/ 


>  - 


fv-  • 


POPULATION 


Th.e  Registrar  General's  estimation  of  tne  population 
of  the  Borough  at  ini  d- year'  1940  (civilians  only)  is  78,500. 
Birth  rates  and  death  rates  are  calculated  on  thi3  basis  for 
thi3  report  and  accordingly  shov/  considerable  deviation  from 
the  rates  usually  obtained  from  an  average  of  population  of 
over  82,000  during  recent  years.  I’t  is  of  interest  to  note 
that  the  number  of  ration  books  issued  to  the  civilian 
population  is  considerably  in  excess  of  78,500. 

BIRTHS  .  • 

Two  figures  for  births  are  given  by  the  Registrar- 
General  (a)  for  the  calculation  of  the  birth-rate  1487  and 
(b)  for  Infantile  and  Maternal  Mortality  1474. 

Birth  rate  1959  1940 

18.05  18. 94- 


DEATHS 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  1148  compared  with 
954  in  1939. 


Death  rate 

1939 

1940 

• 

11.58 

14,50 

Adjusted  by  areal 
comparability  factor 

17.25 

Maternal  Deaths  : 

Sepsis 

2 

Nil 

Other  causes 

2 

4 

Maternal  death  rate 

2.67 

2.71 

Infantile  deaths 

87 

103 

~  u  death  rate 

58.19 

69,8 

u' 


£ 


There  were  194  more  deaths  than  in  the  previous  year, 
the  increase  being  mainly  in  the  following  disease  g r°ups  :  “ 
Respiratory  -  Infantile  and  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  together 
with  a  proportion  of  deaths  due  to  air  raid  casualties. 


I NEEC T I OUS  AND  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES 


(a)  Infectious  Diseases 

~  Incidence  of  Disc ase 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Meningitis  (Meningococcal) 
Erysipelas 
ft  Measles-  *  ' 1 
f  Whooping  Cough 
Others 

d  Under  5  years  to  Totals  - 

n  22nd  Oct. 1939;  all  ages  subsequently. 


Notifications 


1939 

19.40 

119 

203 

139 

190 

84 

84 

6 

23 

43 

29 

262 

114 

63 

79 

31 

29 

747 

751 

-  3  - 


Deaths  from  Infectious  t)isca30  (R. 

G.  figures) 

1939 

1940 

Measles 

.  13 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

« 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

6 

Diphtheria 

13 

18 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

2  - 

Tuberculosis  -  Pulmonary 

56 

75 

n  -  Non-Pulmonary 

11 

12 

Ccrcbro-Spinal  Fever 

- 

6 

Poliol  colitis 

1 

Totals  - 

•  100 

125 

Deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases 

(R.G,  figures) 

1939 

1940 

Bronchitis 

52 

92 

Pneumonia 

74 

84’ 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

12 

21 

138 

197 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  V'fELPARE 


The  attendance  at  Welfare  Clinics  was  most  satisfactory 
having  regard  to  war  conditions.  Enquiries  were  made  into 
the  possibility  of  setting  up  one  or  more  day  nurseries  in 
the  borough  and  it  is  hoped  that  one  nursery  will  bo  brought 
into  service  during  1941, 

Unfortunately,  alternative  arrangements  at  the  Hamstead 
Clinic  could  not  be  made  during  the  year. 

The  new  Infant  Welfare  and  School  Clinic  at  Stone  Cross 
was  opened  in  June  and  has  proved  a  very  valuable  asset  to 
the  Health  Services  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town. 

There  i3  only  one  Maternity  Home  in  the  borough 'and 
this  was  visited  periodically  and  inspected. 

Home  visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  to  expectant  mothers 
were  478  as  compared  with  518  In  1939* 

Dental  treatment  for  expectant  mothers  was  continued; 

199  mothers  received  treatment*  denturos  being  supplied  in 
57  cases. 

One-hundred-and  forty-one  infants  were  dentally  treated. 


Maternal  Deaths  1940 

Sepsis  Nil 

Other  causes  4  Death  rate  2.71 


Midwifery  Service 

The  average  number’  of  midwives  in  the  service  of  tho 
Authority  was  elven;  the  number  of  confinements  attended  was 
893;  768  as  midwives  and  125  as  maternity  nurses. 


• 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Now  Cases 

.  Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 


1939 

Pulmonary 
Non- Pulmonary 


Male  3 

Females 

TOTAL 

122 

62 

184' 

4 

2 

6 

126. 

64 

190 

59 

28 

87 

12 

9 

21 

7l~  57  108 


Notification  and  Registration 


Notifications  received  during  the  year  were 
Pulmonary  9G:  Non- Pulmonary:  17.  The  number  on  the 

notification  register  at  31.12.40  was  427  and  the  Dispensary 
Register  293,  J 


Examinati ons 


New  cases  examined  numbered  190,  and  the  total  attendanc 
at  the  Dispensary  was  1748.  Radiological  examination  was 
carnod  out  in  the  case  of  211  patients. 

Home  Conditions'  and  After-Care 

+-  n  ^miciiiary  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  amounted 

t;  n  \  .  A  n  a  . 


.  ,^1G  Voluntary  Care  Committee  continues  to  give  excellent 
assistance  to  necessitous  patients  :  the  year  * s  expenditure 
was  just  over  £75/-/-. 

Sanatoria 

Ninety-seven  patients  were  sent  to  Sanatoria. 

The  average  duration  of  stay  was  106.4  days. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS 


particulars  of  mental  defectives  in  the  Borough 
on  the  31st  December,  1940  were  a3  follows  :- 


A *  P.pPoctivcs  ascertained  as  "subject  to  bo  dca  1 1  wi th " 


1.  Under  "Order" 

(a)  (1)  in  Institutions  (excluding 
those  in  State  Institutions) 

Under  16  years 

16  years  and  over 

(2)  On  Licence  from  Institutions 
Under  16  years 
16  years  and  over 

(b)  (1)  Under  Guardianship 
(excluding  cases  on  Licence) 

Under  16  years 

16  years  and  over 

(2)  On  Licence  from 
Guardianship 


M.  If.  Total. 


10  6  16 

58  85  143 


3  11  14 


3  5  8 


—  5 

2.  In  ’jplace  of  safety" 

16  years  and  over 

3,  Under  Statutory  supervision 


M.  F.  Tot a 
2  13 

25  26  51 


B.  Defectives  not  at  present  "Subject 
to  be  dealt  with" 


Under  voluntary  supervision 
(a)  maintained  by  parents, 

relatives  or  others  3  7  10 

In  receipt  of  out-relief 
t/holly  maintained  by  Local 
Authority  in  Institutions 

or  Voluntary  Homes  246 


O)  Reported  to  Local  Authority 
from  reliable  source 

Ol)  Children  between  14  -  16  yrs.  6  5  11 

(2)  Other  cases  *  42  41  83 

154  191  345 


HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

.  HALLAM  HOf VITAL 

Exigencies  of  the  war  situation  limited  the  number  c: 
civilian  admissions.  The  hospita I  continued  to  play  an 
important  part  in  tho  Ministry  of  Health’s  E.M.S.  Scheme 
and  many  Service  and  Air  IA.id  casi  cities  w ore  treated. 

In  November  during  a  heavy  raj d  the  patients  and  stel. 
of  tho  Nest  Bromwich  and  District  Hospital  woro  evacuated 
to  Hallam  Hospital. 


Tho  now  Maternity  Wards  woro  opened  in  Hay,  and  a  nc  ' 


record  of  admissions 

:  was 

sot  up 

during  the 

year. 

There  1  a 

a  total  of  ’584  births  -  549  West 

Bromwich 

cases 

and  235  •  n 

authorities 

Mon 

Women 

Children 

Total 

Total  i  j 

1939 

Admissions  &  Births 

985 

1648 

2198 

4831 

4235 

Discharges  &  Deaths 

1190 

1820 

1683 

4693 

4335 

Oases  wore  admitted 

as  follows  : 

_ 

1940 

1939 

County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich 

3195 

2704 

Other  Authorities 

1513 

153: 

Miscellaneous 

123 

4831 

4235 

INFECTIOUS  PIS7 1 1GES  HOSPITAL 


Soarlot 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Other 

Cases 

TO 

West 

Bromwich 

129 

186 

5  . 

1 

54 

3 

Other 

Authori ti 

es  29 

86 

- 

- 

9 

1 

Service 

Gases 

1 

— 

- 

- 

9 

159 

272 

5 

1 

7.0 

P 

c 

/ 
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AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS 

Tho  organisation  and  training  of  the  Casualty 
Services  of  the  Borough  took  up  a  considerable  amount  of 
time. 

The  following  Services  are  administered  under 
tho  Medical  Officer  df  Health  :- 

t  '  1 

First  Aid  Parties  Ambulance  Service 

First  Aid  Posts  Cleansing  &  Laundry  Services 

E.M.S.  Hospital  Scheme 

The  total  personnel  concorned  is  well  over  1^000 
and  specialist  training  proceeded  throughout  the  year0 

Large  quantities  of  stores  and  equipment  were 
received  and  distributed. 

The  Government  instructions  and  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  Ministry  of  Home  Security  Circulars  were  acted 
upon. 

The  blending  of  all  these  activities  into  a 
composite  Casualty  Service  continued  to  be  no  small  task. 


SUPER  AMU  AT  ION  MEDICAL  EXAM  IN  AT  I  OH  S 

The  under-mentioned  superannuation  medical 
examinations  were  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the 
Medical  Staff  :~ 


Number  of  examinations  194 

Accepted  194 

Number  of  re- examinations  38 

Accepted  38 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 
2  LODGE  ROAD 
WEST  BROMWICH. 


16th  July,  1941 


"  * 
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HgPOM’_pF,^E  _  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  POP  1,^4 C; 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  -you  my  Annual  Report 
ior  the  year  1940>  which  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
°x  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Circular  206?)  contains  only  the 
salient  features  of  ‘the  work  done  during  the  year  in  the 
Sanitary  Department* 


_  The  e^ect  of  war-time  conditions  was  to  increase  the 
demand  on  the  Department  for  duties  in  connection  wish  Civil 
D ■  t-.j.encej  which,,  together  with  the  reduction  in  Staff 
necessitated  oy  the  operation  of  the  National  Service  / timed 
Forces)  Act  1939 s  has  left  its  mark  on  the  work  of  the" 
Department,  for  the  year. 

federal  Sanitary  Administration 

ijiu _*  _  +^L?UI?bcT  ^  inspections  made  during  the  year  was  20,00 
f.io  toud  included  inspections  of  all  classes  aid  in  view' of 
use  increased  duties  in  Civil  Defence  and  the  reduction  ir  Si 
c  ^Pares  favourably  with  the  totals  of  former  years. 

the  Prosecutions  were  instituted  during  the  year  under 

v,aq  H  Qnd  after  several  adjournments  the  wot 

v  , a  ried  ou^  ano-  the  summons  with~drawn  on  payment  of  cost 

usual  routine  inspections  of  places  of  Public 
and  Hous^Le*  m"-S  and  r°1>kahoPs5  Common  Lodging  Houses 

of  no"tices  were  served  during  the  year  and 

j  Mis  number  205  were  statutory  notices.  The  tct^l  numb 

44TtTTntS  effect?d  Wis  2A32.  Towards  the  end  oP^ 

propebt  S1:?gly+diHioult  t0  repeire  to  house 

&”des  owing  to  the  demands  made  upon  the  Building 

ihsaes  due  to  enemy  action. 

Housing. 

towards ethpSm?H^a^n^E+u?,'te  at  Hail  Green  was  completed 

of  furniture  f^-^  +  h”  and  reraovnl  and  disinfests/: 

new  housed  H10  °id  unflt  houses  before  delivery  to  the 

new  houses  was  continued  until  the  end  of  August, 


tt  ,  lbe  furniture  from  119  houses  w-a 
„ drocyanic  Acid  Gas  before  delivery 


L>  0 


fumigated  with 
the  new  estate. 


the  -n "v!"> G 1  lraprovement  in  bedreem  accommodation  provided  in 
heus«Wbe£reV~er  wti?h  «*«•*  the  old  unfit 

wfbedroon  Hfe  115  houscs  77^°edroonis  or 

foment  5£  $6£rsoJ£  S^8°Snf^u^  this  Th( 

t-'fC=LWto3  effCOt  Le  P-LLftfan 


•haking'^a'^tota?4.!’3! «ooal  SAHf  uni:it  houses  were  demolished 

iho^Sti'on  of  th  qi  Anflt  houoos  donolished  since  the 
uccppion.  ot  th u  Slum  Clearance  Programme.  The  total 

Population  removed  from  these  unfit  houses  »nd  r'houPf'in 
AI  8°3!3Spe?s^stthy  SUrrCUndinS6  on  Corporation'  Estates 


Meat  and  Other  Foods  a 

The  wartime  conditions  prevented  butchers  from  continuing 
slaughtering  in  slaughterhouses  except  these  allowed  to  carry 
on  slaughtering  under  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The  result  of 
these  restrictions  was  to  reduce  the  number  of  slaughterhouses 
actively  carrying  on  the  slaughtering  of  animals  to  three. 

These  three  slaughterhouses  were  however  the  largest  in  the 
Borough  and  specially  carried  on  for  the  purpose  of  the  slaughter 
of  pigs  and  the  manufacture  of  bacon.  Prior  to  the 
restrictions  coming  into  force  a  number  of  bovines  and  sheep 
were  slaughtered  in  the  Borough  and  the  following  table  will 
give  details  of  the  inspection  and  also  of  the  incidence  of 
tuberculosis  found  in  carcases  on  postmortem  examination 


Cattle 

Cows  Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

, 

excluding 

Cfov/s  k 

Number  killed 

217 

9 

11 

331 

13,216 

Number  inspected 

217 

9 

11 

331 

13 , 216 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 

*• 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

** 

1 

^  1 

14 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or 

organ  w.as  condemned 

- 

3 

— 

■•N.  “ 

691 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  disease  other  than 

tuberculosis 

44.4 

— 

»3 

5*3 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

0 

— 

mm* 

— 

25 

Carcases  cf  which  part  was 

condemned 

,  2  20 

3 

— 

92? 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  tuberculosis 

!.  9*2 

33.3 

7,2 

This  percentage  was  higher 

than  that 

for  the  previous  year. 

but 

the  number  of  bovines  slaughters  was 

less . 

The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs' 

condemned 

as  unfit  for 

human 

consumption  was 

Tons 

cwts  lbs 

Beef 

1 

4  .  93 

Pork 

11 

2  ob 

Mutton 

30 

Bacon 

2  J 

Rabbits 

9  56 

Tinned  Foods 

1 

17  66 

Cakes  and  Biscuits _ 1  11 

Total  14  3-7  103 


it  quantity  of  foodstuffs  damaged  by  enemy  action.and 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human’  consumption  is  included  in  the  above. 


The  inspection  of  meat  and  ether  foods  has  occupied  a 
considerable  part  of  the  time  of  your  Inspectorial  Staff  and  the 
advice  of  your  Inspectorial  Staff  has  been  sought  as  to  the 

disposal  of  foodstuffs  damaged  as  tfte  result  of  war  conditions. 


Milk. 


During  the  year  eighty  samples  of  milk  were  taken  'for 
Bacteriological  Examination.  Of  this  number  fifty-eight  were 
satisfactory  and  complied  with  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Order  1936*  .In  all  cases  where;  the  milk  failed  to  reach  the 
standard  required  the  producer  nr  vendor  was  warned  and  subsequent 
samples  taken.  Considerable  trouble  has  been  experienced  due  to 
milk  bottles  having  been  used  f$>r  oily  or  other  material  and  then 

(28 


< 


returned  to  the  Varies,  the  subsequent  washings  failing  to 
eradicate  contamination. 


Foo d__a nd  Drugs  Ac  t.,  1 9  3  8 . ,  .  :  ' 

A  total  of  262  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis 
during  1940.  Of  this  number  97  were  of  milk. 

Thirteen  samples  were  returned  as  adulterated  or  5^6 
percentage  of  the  total  samples  taken* 

The  adulterated  samples  were  as  under:- 


Number  of 

Samel e .  Article 

Deficient'*1  *. : 

Action  wakorw 

6243 

Milk 

4%  added 

Subsequent  samp" 

water 

satisfactory. 

Deficiency  of 

6252 

Ammon:  .a  ted 

Hh  quinine 

Vendor  warned. 

tincture 

sulphate 

Subsequent 

of 

«» 

samrle 

quinine 

sa  bis factory. 

Daficier.eyvf 

6300 

Ground 

20%  water 

Old  stock. 

Ginger 

soluble 

Stock  withdrawn 

extractive 

6331  ) 

Cart on at 

e Consisted  of 

S to  ;k  withdrawn 

bj?6  ) 

of  Soda 

Sodium  bi- 

and  r el a celled , 

carbonate 

Deficiency  of 

6375 

Quinine 

95%  Quinine 

Wholesalers  wit; 

t>395 

and 

Phosphate 

d rev?  stocks  for 

Phosphor 

us 

relabel  ling. 

Tablets 

V>92 

Lemon 

Contained 

Stock  wi thdrawn 

Squash 

no  Lemon 

Fruit 

Deficiency  of 

63.97 

Iodine  • 

11.8%  Iodine 

Sub s  equ  ent  s a mp. 

Paint 

satisfactory 

after  c  ration. 

6r?_  6 

Margarine  Excess  of 

Whole  so  ...er 

/  /  ^  /N 

Boric  Acid 

warr  ,ed 

c  . .  0 

64  51 

Glauber 

Deficiency  ■. 

Old  stock 

Salts 

in  moisture 

destroyed 

6^-52 

Yeast 

120  parts  per  Wholesaler 

Tablets 

million  of 

cautioned 

copper 

’  6454 

Yeast 

200  parts  per  Wholesaler 

Tablets 

million- of 

caa.uioned 

copper 


Tp  pin  L  C'LeC.nspu'ig 


The  total  tonnage  of  house  refuse  collected  was  24  5 513  tons 
representing  .?/  . 341  loads.  Of  this  tonnage  238  tons  was  nigntsoi 
and  lrlCr  tons  collected  from  Cesspools. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  loads  and  a  slight  decrease  ir 
tonnage  collected  as  compared  with  the  previous- year 0 

The  gross  cost  of  collection  was  £12,557  or  10s  209d  per  ton. 

The  total  gross  cost  of  disposal  was  £5*357  or  4s  4.4d  per  to. 

luring  the  year  the  recovery  of  waste  and  dormant  material 
from  Louse  refuse  was  intensified,  A  Special  Salvage  Week  was 


/ 


held  end  as  the  result  of  that  Special  Week  So  tons  of  Black 
Scrap  was  salvaged. 

The  total  salvage  recovered  and  sold  during  the  year  was 
IjOlo  tons.  This  total  is  nearly  double  the  tonnage  recovered 
during  the  previous  year. 

The  salvage  recovered  consisted  of  the  following 


tons 

cwts 

qrs 

Waste  paper 

381 

19 

0 

Black  Scrap 

175 

8 

1 

Baled  Tin 

351 

3 

2 

Mixed  Metal 

2 

1 

2 

Cinders 

11 

9 

0 

Bones 

12 

11 

3 

Miscellaneous 

a8 

8 

4 

Cullet 

35 

14  • 

1 

1,0.18“ 

1.6 

1 

salvage  was  sold 

for  £2,675. 

15s 

3d. 

Billeting. 


During  the  year  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  were  appointed  as 
Billeting  Olficers  under  the  Defence  Regulations  and  during  November 
and  December  e  very  great  strain  was  placed  upon  the  Department  as 
the  result  of  this  work  net  only  in  connection  with  the  actual 
Billeting  of .persons  rendered  homeless  but  also  by  the  increased 
office  work  involved.  The  Billeting  of  persons  entailed  a  lar^e 
number  of  visits  by  the  Inspectorial  Staff  prior  to  the  actual 
Billeting.to  obtain  accommodation  etc.,  and  much  of  this  work  was 
done  outside  office  hours  and  during  Sundays. 


Yours  obediently, 


•  V .  FOAKES,  L .  R,  San.  I., 

I\i «o.I. A. ,  A . M •  Inst . P ♦  C « 


CHIEF  SANITARY.  INSPECTOR  AND 
SUPERINTENDENT  OF  REFUSE 
REMOVAL  AND  DISPOSE. 


